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Regeneration, 

HL 

A diſcovery of baſtard births, where 

by many are deceived in their rege- 

neration with a triall oftcue regenera- 

tion from falle ; whete the natures 
properties, ſignes, and uſes of 

the eſtate of regeneration 


is opened and applyed 
to the doctrine- 
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| Preached in a Sermon by Mg 
THOMAS SHEPHEARD. 


2. Cor, 5. 17. 


- Therefore if any man by in Chriſt, be ir 4 naw 
'. Creature, old things are paſt away, 
| b:kold all ththgs arc be - 


come new, 
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TRIAL OF. 


REGENERATION. 


IOAHN 3. verſ. ;. | 
1 Ieſus anfvvercd, and ſaid unto 
3 him, verily, verily | ſay unto 
thee: except a man be born 
againe, hee cannot ſee the 
ome of God, 


= the 1. verſe vf this 
ai Chapter: ye may ſee thar 
GAS) pally that came to Chriſt 

that was Nicodemus , a 

DBo//s Ns Rulcr of the Iewes, he 

— SEOxFerr commingat midnight, 
partly for feare of the Iewes, and partly. 

thronzh ſhame that ſucha learned DoQor 

mow. goeto another for counſell. The. 
Lord Iecſus then in this verſe begins to tu- 

- torhim»and to diſcourſe about regenera- 
rion, and his {cope being to CONVINICE- 
him of ignorance , ſoe conſequently. of 

. is miſery,for being a maofmuch know- * 

. ledge, he did beare himſelfe out , he was . _? 

\noF ignorant » and being an, ingeoious, = = 
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man, as appeares by his comming too , & 
confeſling of Chriſt, he thought this, or, 
as others that thinke , to. be a tigne, of 
grace » oh poore cteature. 71 hus Teſus 
Chriſt begins unleſſe a man borne againe- 
In with wordes we miy oblerye 3 parts 
That every man muſt be borne againe. 
The danger, clſe he ſtiall ne ver,&c. 
-The certainty of this aſſurance , verily 
I ſay unto thee,&c. 


Obſerve ſaving knowledye is not to be 


ſeene by much litterall outward know- 
ledge, from. the life , but by the inward 
work of Gods grace inthe heart, as here 
Chriſt ſpeakes of regeneration. 

' Obferve the Lords wittingneſſe,which 
is wonderfull to teach them that be wil- 
ling to learne, even though he come by 
midnight,as here Nicodemus did. 

- Thar without regeneration thereis no 
poſſibility of ſalvatiou , that is, leta man 
remaine in the fame-eſtate he was borne, 
and ſuch a man can never be ſaved, unles 


' He bea new man and quite altered from 


what he was once» for it is not the ſhed- 
dingtwo or thee teares, it is notthelea* 


© vingafew ſinncs, itisnot making a few 
 _ Pproyers willfervethe tyrne-unkflea man 
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A Tryall of Regeneration. + 
be all overa new man , heare what the 
Lo rd Teſts faith, Neither errcumeſeun nor ancir» Gal.6.rg, : 
cumcifion availeth : but a new creature, Hence it y 
is affirmed, Ferely, verely,unleſie, exc, AY 

| Forthe opening of the doctrine , oh- 

| ſerve three things that I will diſcover uns 
to you. | | ; 

Firſt what regeneration is not, and x ” 
what thoſe baſtard births ſeverally abroad | 

in the world be. y 

What regeneration is. - 

The neceſlity of it , and then the uſes 
of tha, now concerning the firſt of theſe 
itis wouderfull neceſſary to. know, / be- 
cauſe many people are miſtaken, andif 
we faile in this, we faile in all, For what ſoe- 
ver is of the flesh is fleshly, and whatſoever 15 of the 

Spirit is ſpirienall, SO TL 

Now there arc theſe baſtard births, 
which are nor of the Spirits begetting, 
which 1 will name that will deceive you at 
thelaſt, when they shovld ſtand you in 

ſtcad, Firſt, a naturall ſweet diſpoſition, a 2 

refined nature and temper, by vertue of 

Which a man becomes thirſty, meeke, 

ſober , temperate , modeſt , courteous, 

bountiful}; cElding & pliable to the beſt 
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| | which deceives many like {o many co- 


rents, good maſters, miſtrifles, miniſters, 


. them , I confeſſe God may blefle g50d| 
_ educationin the want of means , for the | 
converſion of achild, andinthe preſence! 


| . Oh | remember what once my mother, 
"MR faid ro me,and yet nakedly ,and common: 


th. © 
# 


ſeeme to. excell many an honeſt man, 


lours in apictoredrawn on a rotten table, 
makes a man ſo amiable and pretty to 
looke vpon, that they shalbe in love with 
it, ſothele ſeeing thoſe shadowes of grace 
in thule people, ſometimes fall in love 
with them, and hope they be good men 
eſpecially if they bee kind to them, this 
may be ina word no new creature, but | 
a baſtard birth. , 


It is good education. under good pa- || 


whereby many a one comes to learne 
good prayers and graces , they come to | 
get much. litrerall knowledge , by being | 
catechiled , they come to lead and livea | 
wondefull ſmooth , harmeleſle civill life, | 
that none can diſcommend them, and to| 
be in their indgment for allthe beſt things þ 
that isiuſt as their education hath taught 


of meanes ſomething may prepare for} 
converſion, and make the children ſay, 


ly in its ſelfe it is roo feeble to beget a new 
creature, we ſee Paul was brought up at 
the feet of Gamaliel, yet a child of wrath, 
he ſerved divers luſtes and pleaſures. E- 
ducation doth but chaine up and tame 
mens wolyiſh natures , itnever changeth 
them:let a wolfe run looſe among things, 
it will grow wild in time like others, and 
ſo have many that have been well brought 
vp» aSallthoſe that are the greateſt ene- 
mies to the tryeth at this day, all theſe may 
be ina man, yet no more buta baſtard 
birth till. 

Good examples and deyout company» 
ſerve, which worke a ſtrange alteration 
in men-eſpecially if they be eminent, wbo 
are good amonglt them. Many people of the 
provinces became ewes , for the feare of the lewss fell 
upon then, and it brought a greatalteration 
| Intwo ſorts of people: Firſt in ſome peo- 
ple that being ſecretly condemned for 
their lewd courſes, ſeing their courſes 
are bad,, and their ends miſerable ,- and 
ſuch mens lives and wayes are beſt,and ſo 
fit fortheir ends, and therefore they for- 
fake the one, and take up the otber , and 
turne ouer a new leafe , and to the view 

of the world becume new. The ſecond 
"9" 5" WHEY A 4 - 
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ſort of men are others , who feeing the 


wonderfol gifts & graces of gods people, 


are ſo dazled with them, ſo thole will imi- 
tate codly men, yet no new men. Indeed 
goud example muſt be followed, & pe 
muſt write after the faireſt copy es,8& they 
ſervero draw out grace , dropt into the 
heart without examples,bur they haveno 
power to beget grace. and here wehave 
many people, aske them , why doe you 


thinke this, and why doe you live thus, oh 


poore ſandy foundations they bave » be- 
cavſe others doe {o , and ſo doe we , no 0+» 
ther principalls , ſo that this we ſee to be a 
baſtard birth Rill. 

AffiiQtions & crofles in the world , as 


longeſicknesafter health lamenes or lofle 


of limbes, that the drunkard can not now 
goto his pots, as he hath done, nor the 
whoremaiſtcr to his q"eanes as he hath 
donz, oh huw willthey be ſory & sbake 
their heads,and thinke verely they doere- 
pent ,and become new men, and yet no 
ſuch macrer , Pſalme 78. verl. 35. The rt- 
membred when God was there Racke | So doe ma- 


ny thinges , but their 01d nature ſtill old 


fruit remaines ſtill, yet the ſame man ſtill, 
nor put into anew ſtock , the Lord Ieſus 
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A triall of regeneration. 9 
Chrilt, all the fire in the werld, can never 
make copper gold, all the blowes cfham- 
mers can neve. make ſtcne become flesh, 
Iſaiah 2%. verſ. 9. &ffiftions may drive 
2 man- to himſelfe , but alſo can never 


change a man ', nor make him-a new 
creature , but a baſtard bicth till. 


Diabolicall deluſions , deceive ma- 
ny » by meanes of which it cumes_ to 
palle, that if you aske many man , what 
wereyou ever humbled and tertifyed;yea 
by what meanes , by the word and admi- 
niſtration of condemnation , no bur I 
thought 1 ſaw the Devill in ſuch as pes 
and ſpoke to me, and once in a drcame, 
I wasſo afrighted, I know not whit to 
doe well, and baſt thon beene comforted? 
yca, I thanke my good God » and now I 
pray you, how once was at prayer , or 
alone in thedarke» and me thought I 
ſaw ſuch a glorious ſight, and tvch a 
wonderfull light , and 1 heard a voyce 
lay ( be comforted ) thy ſins be forgiven _ 
thee. There are ſuch dreamers ip the 
world, deceived by melanchuly fevers,Sa- 
tan wotkinge ſtrongly on them , ſome of 

thoſe have- beene 1carred and terrifyed 
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10 Atriall ofRegeneration, 
much , and they are. wonderfull calme, 
for a time that one would thinke, they 
were growne to a vety great meaſure of 
humility , -and no new creature , but a 
baſtard birth ſtill. 

Naturall people enformed with ſuper- 
__naturall gifts , by vertue of which many 
a man becumes ſuch a tunable Chriftian, | 
that many a pvore ſoule , who hath a | 
thouſand times more grace, thinkes bet- 
ter of ſucha one, then of itſelfe, and 
would be glad of ſuch a ones living » yet 
flawes in his courſe , that you will truely 
ſay, there is ſucha one will remember 
moſt of a ſermon, and ſpeake exceeding - 
well out of a chapter, and alſo pray with 
a great deale cfaffeftions , anddiſcourſe 
and hath ſo much knowledge , as many 
miniſters, andyetT doe wonder, how he 


' . dares doeſo, as I have heard, hee will 


ha'fe burſt himſelfe with drinke , ſome- 
times when he lights into company : and 
Thaveſeene bim grow wanton with ſuch 
a ſervant, you know in the Primitive 

Church what giftes they had , and many 
ſhall bave, and yet no new creature, Many 
Shall ſay Lord have not we in thy name done ſuch and 
Juch chings, I but how ſball they themſelves 
"® GS and 


Actriall of Regeneration. u 
and others know them, and Gods peo- 
ple, they have ſuchlarge gifts. | 

Whereſoever there is nothing but 
morrall proofes , aud ſupernatural gifts 
added to them, they make a man more 
proud, they make a man * 1 on others 
as underlings , and himſelte taller then 
many more , Iam as good as ſuch a.ove 
and doe envy thoſe that weaken them, 
and as the ſhip without ballace is ſuone 
overthrowne withthe winde , {ov are they 
blowne over, even ſo is ſuch a man, bur 
the gifts and graces of Gods people hum- 
ble them, eſtceming the pooreſt of all 
ſoules as well as themſelves , and they 
themſelves the greateſt of all ſinners. 

The gifts of graceleſie men » never 
makesthem all for God , but their loole 
ends are for th: mſelves, Depart from me ye wor- 


kers of iniquity, for I know you not. Some filthy 


luſt or other they livein, or elſe they im- 
prove there yifts for themſelves, and de- 
lire gracefor the gifts ſake: that they may 


be accounted one,but the gifts of the g1a- 
cious do elevate their aime, it makes them 


all roworke for God » as Paul faith, I ac- 

count not my life deare, that I may finiſh 
my Coutle with ioy- 
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12 Atriall of regeneration. 
Ovtward: reſpes, itis incredible-to 
ſechow far hats will carry a man, which 
makes me tremble art the eſtates of ſome 
men, whom outward reſpects draw like 
mighty loadſtones to what they will,out- 
ward reſpeds may make a man more zea- 
| lous againſt'groſle ſinne and ſuperſtition, 
that he may ſay as Ichu, come and ſee how 
zealous Iam for the Lord, which was on- 
ly for a kingdomezit may make a man for- 
{ake all and follow Chriiſt , and never be 
diſcerned for a long time, it may never 
- tilljudgmentday, as Iudas forſooke all & 
followed Chriſt, but it was for the bagg, 
. foncw this will make a man _ 
ſtrickt, by ſpeaking well, and praying of- 
ten» & being thus devout , this may make 
many Miniſters honeſt Chriſtians thinke 
well of him, theſe ſtrong windes will 
.make his ſajiles run faſt, when they are 
thos {et,a mans credit is as deer as his life, 
ſee what willnota man doe for his life, 
give all and toyle for hislife, itis no mat- 
ter > Marchants doe not ſo much looke 
atthe ſtatelines ofthe Ship, but whether 
or not it beſound, evenſo all of you, 
Jooke neerer your ſelyes, doe ye not 
doc much dutics in private» weepe and 


| Atriallof regeneration, 13 


pray » ſamtimes ye talke and difcourſe 
of good thinges in publick , and you 
your ſelves new people, examine your 
{elyes , doe ye not performe theſe duties 
to ſtop the mouth of conſcience that as- 
kes thee. Andifthey be done to auo- 
ther end, and yet they muſt be done'» yet 
far all this | pronounce thee, thou art bur 
of a baſtard birth. : and ſtill no new but 
an old Creature. "ores 
Weake ſence of miſery , wherby and 
by vertue of which in theſe, there are 
{ Weakc,they come to be troubled & weep 
} in ſecret, andat Church , not knowing 
whatta thinke of themſelves, yer be- 
Cauſe they be but weake, and not ſ{tronge 
cnough ,. they are never driven to the 
Lord lefus Chciſt, there to finde reſt, bur 
they remaincina ſtate of complaining all 
their life longe, and hence daub them up 
for good Chriſtians, aud mend all holes 
againe, and comfort themlelves think- 
ing themſelves , that they are fitted for 
comfort, & a bruiſed reed muſt no. more 
| bebroken, and trply many a Chriſtian 
tiading them on the complaining hand al- 
way«and ſo fall to ſome weake prayers» 
buratthe laſt in time come to nothing, 
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14 Artriall ofRegeneration. 
I confefſe the ſpirit of the Lord doth by 
ſence drive the {oule to Ietus:Chriſt,. but 
tis aftrong comming ,a flying,and never 
gives reſt tro aman till he beentred into, 
|. Chriſt. 
3 - Horror of conſcience ariſing from the 
 \ fſenceandfeeling of the power and wrath 
of God, thatis noe right birth that is be- 
x g:tten fram nothing elſe; but the tetrors. 
| of hell in the conlcience , whence it 
comes to paſle -, that many —_— | 
men in fhipwracke caſtes away allthei 
goods that will ſinke them , that they 
fave themfelves, even ſo many a one caſts 
away thofe fins thatloads them , they can- 
noTtnor darc not draw ſo great aload.and. 
then they rake vp ſome good duties to 
quizt them , and ſo like honeſt civilians 
and merrall men, live-after this manner, 
this is the condition of thouſands yee 
ſhall make them ſubmit to any courſe. ra- 
her then to be damned » and goe to hell, 
”  Ahfſe my bclovedifa man werein hellit 
' ſefffe; thatfice could never docir, much 
lefle the ſpirits horror , can never change 
ner humble a; man', nor theheart ofa 
-  *manutheremuſtbea greater power , then 
- _  the*hich if thou canſt notproye > thou». 
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 Atriall ofRegeneration.. 15 
art not borne again : itis a baſtard birth. 
- Naked hopes of heaven whereby many 


a'man goeth far , not onely in doing, bur 


ſeing no ſalvation without [Chriſt follow 
Chriſt ſo Tong as thoſe hopes laſt, when 
they heard it was {o hard to be ſaved, ma- 
ry of them went away ; Oh there is many 
aſoule conſidering , he mult dic, -and 
knowing of iudgement to come over his 
ſinnes, now. conſidering of Gods people 
theirhappinefle, Gods children their laſe- 
ty, Oh be would faine be ſaved, and 
hearing hee cannot be ſaved , unlefle hee 
leave thoſe ſins,;and doe theſe duties , he 
betakes himſelfe to them. And truely ir 
isnothing elſe, but the working of the 
old man, out offſelfe love to faveit ſelfe, 
you know what loves: breach will doc, 


Gods. people arc begove 16 a live hope , the » Fer1. 


the following ſoule 3, Chriſts reſurretion, 
no more then this , and no new creature 
barbare hopes) it is a baſtard birth. 


 Theconfſtraining power of the Law uf 


| God, for the Law: hath adouble power 


beſides terror. Firſt ,- ro ſhew a mrcall. 


man the equity and goodneſle of it. 2- 
to ſtirre men” up to ſubmit uoto-ir, the 


iewes were very zcalous, Here many, 
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16 Atrial of regeneration. 
' man hcarivg the Law of Godfalling apon 
| him, with ſome command, fals to doe | 
wonders, andrhen he aud others alſo 
thinkes he is a good man , but he is the 
old manftill, only that he is new dreft 
by the rubbing of che Law. - 
Pcelumptivn or a mans owne preſump- 
taovs w:1], bur ſin never beguiles a new || 
Creature , by vertue of which a. man has ! 
ving ſecne » how he. cannot be ſaved by ! 
himſelfe, nor his owne merites , andthar : 
he is accurſt, avdſeing there is no ſalva- | 
tion,but only in the mercy of God , and |: 
merrits of Chriſti, he then, but not from | 
any fupernaturall d:awing or wotke of |! 
Guds {pitic , but onely from his owne | 
ftrength, and ſo he will take hold on 
Chriſt , and now hope to be ſaved by 
Chriſt: Buclovke lob, 1. 17. they muſt 
not be borne of the will of man , bur of 
God, none then hath the power of God , 
neither hath any the will of himſelfe to 
cloſe with Chriſt; Aſſuredly God never 
fheweth mercy toany man » till he make 
him {enfible, to feele his owne miſery by 
natore, whichif thou haſt not feltas yet, ' 
thou act no _new Creature, but a baſtard 
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' Atriall of Regeneration. 17 

_ Morall perſwaſionsand reaſons wo= 3 
inge by vertue of which kind Agrippa 
was almoſta Chiiſtian , and ſo-many a 
mans by reaſoning againſt aſin,thinkes 

he overcomes a lin , and by reaſon pro- 
ducing argumentes to himſelfeto doe 
ſuch a duty , overcomes himſelfe , by 
ſtriving, reaſoning; I confeſle the new 
creature is to realon,& ftriye as life will 

I ſeek to preſerve it ſelfe , yet it never 

comes by bare reaſon, many a man may 

2 atroineto difficu!t things by kill & ftri- 

2 ving with them , ſo namely art & uſe 

you ſee,may be with one,& yetno new 

Creature, thou mailt be come an artifi- 

Ciall Chriſtian. and a baſtard birth ſtill, 

there muſt be a power beyond perſwa- 

ſiongthe deviluſcth perſwaſions,ſo thou 

muſt be more then perſwaded, if eyer 

thou be @ new creature. | 

The letters of good books , and the 4 

Fcriptures wherby all the Rowe " 

om- 
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13 Atriall of Regeneration. 
lyes a miſtery in it, a child of Godanda 
_ . wicked morallman, may know the will 
_ of God, Rom-2:-18. Yet the onecan 
not teach the other the miſtery of Gods 
will, Ezech-1. 9. Alas thelertter is buta 
shew, a couler: but come to the ſecret 
of the Lord Ieſus Chriſt , examine. thy 
ſelfe what ſaving <nowiedgy haſt thou, | 
but what thy bookes taught thee, hath |: 
bareletters tavght thy whole affetions |; 
_ what hath it wroughtin thee,andlookse |: 
about you, for you are yet under Gods | 
eternal curſe in utter darknes, not born |: 
a22ine, andſo in the eſtate of wrath, O | 
yee shall finde it to be ſo one day, andI | 
wiſh thatall of you that havehope well, | 

would bewaile thefe things, and goe 
home, and ſuſpect yourſelves, that ye | 


are as yet unregenerate Creatures. 
The ſecond diſcovery is what regenerationis. 


This regeneration is the new creature, 
*ndiris tuch a ſecret , that it puſled one 
of the chiefe of the Iewiſh DoRors » it 
18a rare work, which a carnal man nei- 
therever felt, or can poſſible know, & 
{uch a wonderfull worke, with the re- 
generate though they fecle , yet can< 
notdeſcribet or exprefle , howſocvec 
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A triall of regeneration, 19 
ho wicked 'man' can clearly fee it , 
what itis, he may {ſee them in their 
Faces, and courſes, like other men, and 
ſome what better then common ſort of - 
mens but what that bidden inner man 
IS, that they ſee not, Revel.2. ip. Re- 
generation therfore lome men define it 
to be an infuſion of a principall of life, 
beinge dead beforgothers ,a through 
change of the Hole man. both which 
though they be in the regenerate man, 
yet they are not the new creature; but 
are conſequences of it, as life is not the 
man » nor afy change in him together 
with his life. 

Others define it to be the putting 
off the old man,and putting onthe new 
man, which comes neereſt to the defini-* 
tion of it, itis ſome thinge truth and 
ſome thing wanting in it to make ir 
8 full, if we aske common peopk , they 
eſW8 fay: now a new man, if being wild be- 
8 fore, and now hath forſaken ſome'of 
his evillwayes, aske others » if a litle 
ſcar fall to profeile. 

_ * Ihatis then this new creature, 

- = - Itisawonderfal worke of the word 
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20 Atriai of regeneration. 
Regeneration isa worke , whereby 
the old man being pur off, the Lord 
Teſus unites himſelfe ro the Sovule , and 
ſo makes it one with himfſelfe., that 
here by immediately it receives a new 
life from Chriſt , athrough change of 
all the faculties , and ſo becomes like 
unto Chriſt. | 
* In which deſcription we are to. ob- 3 
ſerve thele 4. thinges. 3: Y 
The efficient adjund cauſes of this |! 
new creature, thatis the word and ſpi- 
rit by a wonderfull worke. ; 
The preparation for thenew crea- | 
ture, viz: the putting off , of the old | 
man. TY | 
The forme or eſſence or beinge of 
the new creature itſelfe, viz: Chriſt 8& 
the ſoule united together and made ons 
together. | 
 ThenaturaleffeRes of the new crea- 
ture: which are 3. | 
1 Here arifeth a new life, | 
2 Athrough change of all the facul- 
_ ries» 
3 Aliknes unto the Lord Ielus, 
_ The efficient cauſes or parentes of 
new creature; that begets it, viz:the |, 


A 


A'trial of Regeneration. 21 


word and the fpirit of God , by a wour 
derfull anda powerfull work, for there 
58a common Wwotrke of the word and- 
ſpiritupon mens hearts, asto convince 
and trouble, and effeA,and move men, 
FebFx was troubled whenPaul preached, 
the perifhing Iraclits promiſe when the 
Lord from mount Sinai thunders , they 
ſhooke, & the winde Mils goe, whillt | 


ES the windeblowes , but this workeis a 


'F wonderfull worke, a rare, worke , he is 


quite turned from what he was , all are 
become new,and he knoweth nothow» 
ſo there be many people that ſay.their 
defirs arc good, and they are backward 
God knoweth;but they would be better 
but this is a powerfull vvorke of Gods 
ſpirit , makey Gods people indeed thar 
 wyhich the regeneiate vvould be, the 
ſpirit and winde guſtingein likea migh- 
tic winde upon a man , which may ap- 
pearethus : Firſt the worde, for eyery 
other chanye, is but a phanraſticall ane, 
and will drie and vaniſh like ſmoakein 
Time” bur this word is the ſeed ofthe 
ſpirit; which though ſmallin ir ſelfe, yet 
Ttbegets the whole body and ſoulezthar 


M_ 
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22 Atriall of regeneration. 
mon ſomtime, one ſin found out , one 


deceit reveiled , onethreatning ſet on . 


and applied, on promiſe of grace, re- 
ccived workes by litle, a ſtrange great 
and mightie change in men and tucha 
life never dies, and ſuch a worke never 


fals away againes 1.Pet.2, z »-2 4.25. Men c 
are here to day and gone to morrtovw, | 
alive to day and in hell to morrow , bes | 


' cauſe begort of corruptible ſeed, being 


ſinfull, bur by. the word of the Lord ir ] 


' begets ſuch a new creatures as is here to 
day andalive to morrow , here to day 


and in heaven to morrow , bec?uſettis þ 


J 
; 
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begotten of incorruptible ſeed , then | 
ſee yce are either regenerate and new | 
men», elle damned men , if regenerate, | 
then tel meI pray you what Serms was þ 
it you heard that did it,cither atChurch, 


or followed it you home to the houſe, | 


ifwe ſeea Child borne into the: world, 


of no faſhion, buta confuſed lumpe of 


flch, we fayir is no child but a mon- 

{ter ., 
- But the ſpirit of the Lord, forifa 
man have no greater worke then what 
bare books and the letter taught him, 


/ he ib anuoregenerate mans Toh. 3:96: 


Atryal of Regeneration. 2 3 
that which is borne of flesh is flech,es that which is 
borne of the ſpirit is ſpirit, and this is the only 
worke of the new creature , for a man 
may hear a thouſand Sermons, yet no- 
thing begot, becauſe the Spirit of the 
Lord is not there to givelifc to the 
word for quickening, for as the Lord 
Teſus the head vvas conceived by the 
holy Ghoſt,ſo are allthe members cunz 
ceived and quickened by the (ame ſpirit». 
Rom.$8,v. 11. If the Spirit ofhim that 
raiſed up Ieſus from the dead dwellin 
you, he thatraiſed up Ieſus from the 
dead ſhallalfo quicken your mortal bo- 
dies by his ſpirit that dwellethin you, (o 
that youſee, that which raiſed Chriſt 
from the dead, doth alſo quicken mens 
mortall bodies- 

_ Firſtit doth infuſe. new life into 
thee, & ioynes thee to Chriſt,the foun = 
taine of life, oh beloved » it may be ye 
have beene vvell brovghtup , and this 
bath altered you, it may be you have 
beene yvilde, andyour faultines hath 
by the conſideration of it, perſwaded 
you to.take bettercourles , it may be 
our friends and ncighbours arc good> 
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24 Atriall of regeneration” 
| andthey have provoked thee to be an 
other man » and now therefore. thou 
thinkeſt thou art a new creature alaſſe 
beloved, whereis the father of this new 
creature» where is thealmightie Spirit 
of the Lord » thou hopeſtby thy good 
prayets » & ſerving God after thy own 
faſbion', and by comming to Church as 
others does thou ſhalt become another 
man, beloved that may be parte 'of the | 
meanes indeed, bur I tell thee that nei- | 
ther worde, nor mans ſelfe, nor Angels 
themſelves can make thee a new Crea-» 
ture, it muſtbe the Spirit of God muſt 
doe it, for there is nothing elſe that can | 
doeit, a beaſt may beget a bealt, and an 
man may begeta mortall like himſelfe, 
but ſoch a one cannot begetan Angel, 
noran Angel Chriſt the head, nor any 
member of Chriſt , for it is the Spirir 
that quicknes the head, and thart is the 
ſpiritthat muſt beget theesfor that only 
can beget thee again, ſo then if you doe 
not feele ſuchaworke ; As all the An- 

gels (you may ſay ) could never effect, 

no wotd barely,nor books ncither,then 
thouatt an unregenerat ma,&no man. 

| oy _ . Heare | 


_ Atriallof regeneration, 25 
Ware what Luther ſaith of the letters of all ſerips 


eres, Fatbers,Councels,and ages were pronounced 
into thee, they could never make thee a new crea- 
tyre , it mult be the Spirit of the Lord, 

that muſt doe it for thee, and therefore 
thou muſt looke upward to him for it, 
alas, y yhercforc doe you luoketo your 
ſelves, you ate but the matter that muſt 
de vvrought upon, y vheref« re doe you 
laoke to IE and miniſters, theſeare 


Sut the bare inſtrumentes,luoketbere- 
fore through all meanes and beyond all 
heſe, for the Spirit of the wonderfull 
Almightie muſt work itin you. 


2 Thingeis preparation to the work 
of the Spirit, for the new creature, and 
aat is the putting off of the old man , 
he old man muſt be pur off, otherwiſe 
he new man can not be begotten., for 
as there can be no grace planted in 
he heart til corruption which cumbers 
hegrounde be rooted our , and in this 
ale many men pray for grace, & never 
Getit , becauſe they caſt nct downe 
themſelves;for the contrary corruption 
firſtremaining in them , fo the new 
man'can'neyer be in the ſoule , ſo long 
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. . 26 Atriall of Regeneration, 


as the old man doth remaine alive fot 
they are cnefniesand cannot live toge- 
-ther without the death of each other, 
and this is the reaſon , why {ome who 
bave great hopes of being new creaturs, 
and yet prove falle deformed birthes, 
becauſe the old man ſtill prevailing hath 
k;lled the ſtrength ofthe new, and con- 
trariewiſe many a Chriſtian of meane 
beginnings, groweth ſtrangly , andis 
quite altered, becauſe the old man was 
firſt caſt off: &'here a Chriſtian that 
hath much life ar firſt with zeale 8&for-| 
wardnes , the expreſſion of the new 
creature, Which being-not accompanied 
with ſelfe deviall & deepe {geking hu- 
miliation, vvhereby the old man' is cut 
off & never prove {ound but cither ap* 
Poſtatizeth or growes proud , ſo: that 
I fay the old man muſt firſt becaft off, 
even as a man caſts away his filthy rags, 
for it is not inthe ſecond birth as it-was 
in the firſt & former,for thatis nothing 
buta child to be begottenzor as in buil- 
ding a new hovle in a faire place » the 
houſe onely to be built. - | _- - 
But contrary it wasin Adam , ye 
Y OP | | v 
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A trial ofRegeneration, 2 
he received Gods Image, he had an excellenc 
diſpoſition, like a faire table roo it , but now | 
thac Image is loſt ,and that life then loſt ; and 4 
now another Image upon him , all the ſoule 
being bloody and rotten , and a new creature 
cannot poſſibly bee begotten without the pur- 
ting off the old, Epha4. verſ.22+ Put off con- 
cerning former conver ſation , the old man which 
2s corrupt , according ta the deceiptfull luſtes , 
verl. 23.24. Andberenewedin the ſpirit of your 
minde, and put on the new man, which after God. 
is created mm righ:couſnes and true holines : Even 
asitis with naturall generation , there cannot 
bee two conceptions at one time , for when a 
$ woman 1s conceived of one Child, She muſtbe 
3 dead-of that afore she have an other , even ſo 
it is in this birth, but becauſe this is a matter of 
no. ſmall moment , but difficult, I will prs- 
pound theſe two thinges. 


x What this old man is. 


2 How and when he is pat off. 


What the old man is , I fay it is notthe r 
inward or outward finfull luſtes or ationsof 7 
men, for as the a&ions and breathinges of 
men, are not theman_, ſo the ſinfull actions 
and luftes of men, are notthe old man, forſo 
Scriptures doe diſtinguish them , Col 3. v. g. 
90 have put of the old man with his deedes, 

t 


| en the man aud his deedes net all one, 


f 
. 


_ 28 - Atrial of regeneratior. 
As menmay pare off their nailes , caſt away 
their excrements , cut off ſome: troubleſome 
members» and yet the ſame man remaine ſtill: 
So thou mayeſt caſt away many ſinnes and ex- 
crements, and many deare and trobleſome fins, 
and yet the old man remaine ſtill; Even as 
ſome people healed of: the ſcab , are the ſame 
men ſti]l. but more cleane then they were, but 
when any part of them itcheth by reaſon of the | 
old melady, they will be ſcratching to fatisfic 
the ſame, which requires it: and even ſo with 


an itching heart afterany finne , it yyill be ſatis- 
fied alſo. 


| | The old man is not ſimply meant the natu- 
-5428--- rall corruption and the originall fin of man; for 
.itisof the old man thatit is corrupt, now if 
| corruption were the old man ,- when we inter 
pret the Apoſtles ſpeech, thus it would be, put 
off the old man, which is rhe old man, if the 
old man was native corruption , it could not be 
to be corrupt , as we cannot ſay putrifa&ion 
is purified , rottenneſſe is. rotten, for when a 
thing is to be corrupt and putrified , it impliech 
ſome good thing is degenerate, asthe diſpoſi- 
tion-of the body to weaknefle , death and fick- 

nes, is northe man himſelfe, ſohere, 


The old manis not wg 1 or yet materially 


x ment the man himſelfe as Rom. 57,9, But ye are 
. not "in the flesh , but in the ſpirit : if ſobe the 
ſpiris of God be in you , now if any man have bY | 

| | x - the 
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A tciall of Regeneration. 29 
the ſpirit of Chrift-, he is none of his , and alſo if | 
hat the ſubſtance of the old man werement 
the manhimſelfe, then Adam in his innocen- 
cy , and the Saints glorified should have had 


the oldman, which cannot be , and thus much 
for what 1t 15 not, 


þ 


W hat is it then ? Red Queſt, 


It is a rman hitnſelfe, ſoule and body, limbes, augy, 
life, ſenſe, underſtandinge,will, affe&ions,con- | 
ſidered as all corrupted,called in Scriptures the 
body of death, as we call a fick man, not the 
ſicknes it ſelfe,, nor diſpoſition to ficknes, bur 
the party ficke , as we call an old houſe, not 
the rottennes of it, or the wood of it, but the 
wood and honſe is rotten , it is called the old 
man in wicked men, becauſe it is borne with 
men, you are borne, you ſee lumpes of fin , 
tard fuel for hell. | 


In Gods people,becauſe that it remaines in- 
terpreted, yet it is like anold man, with one 
foot in his grave, ſo dyinge dayly in them, 
this muſt be caſt off and caſt away, as in filthy 
utrifyed meate, you may ſuger it or ſalt it, yet 
youcannot remove the unſaygrines from you, 
nor out of it, but by caſting of it away, ſo thou 7 
canſt never ſubdue thy fios, but by caſting thy 
ſelfe away to the dunghill as a filthy ching , 
and then ye wilbe made new creatures, 


= Oh beloved yee haye many high conceits 


pf your ſelyes, ſome of you for your beauties, 
ey \ OE nad ſome 
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30 Atrial ofRegeneration: 
ſome for your wealth , and fome for your 
friends, ſome for your partes and giftes ,ſome 
for your knowledge, ſomefor your affeRions, 
ſome for your civility , beſides you doe out of 
meaſure minde and love your felves, and when 

our ſelves is } mga you are glad when your 
Fife is croſſed or rouched. you are fad , oh 
theſe ſelves of yours that lyes , ſo neer your. 
heartes.and ſo pretious in your eyes , muſt be 
plucked downe ,- and pur off which is as hard, 
as to pull thy skin from thy flesh , and flesh 
from thy bones , even thus muſt ict be with 
thee, or elſe thou art no new creature , but the 
old man ſcill. | 


When and how is the old man put off ? 


Theſe four wayes. 


r By growinge out of conceice ofa mans 
ſelfe, as yee know many a man accompanies, 
and leanes to an other baſe man, and others 
that know him wonders at him , why he 
Should doe fo ; Now the reaſon is, becauſe he 

- harha good opinion of him, but when he be- 
' gins to grow out of conceipt with him, he be» 
gins now to caft of his companie , OY 
watched him a while ſees his lewdnes, an 
prankes, and caftes him quite off; So it is here, 
man by nature cleaves to himſelfe, even 
a bafe ſofull ſelfe, God and Saints wonder- 
1 2 him , ( why ) becauſe men have ſuch 
od opinions of themſclyes , now Now or | 
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Lord begins to alter a mans good opinion of 
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* 


himſelfe , and a man begins to grow out of . 


conceit with himſelfe , then he begins ro caſt 
off, for having vewed his miſery by nature,and 
the wildnes of his heart a good while, now he 


begins to caſt away himſelfe , for whilethe 
ol 


man remaines , . what doth a man thinke 
of himſelfe , when he thinkes himſelfe to be 
ina ſafe and ſecureeftate, and afterwards he 
neyer inquires ', how to come into a better 
eſtate, /Sthinketh God loves him, and he loves 
God, he knoweth he ſins as all men doe, yer 
cryes God mercy, ſo hopes and thinkes t 
God is and wil be mercifull to him , is it not 
ſo with many of you heare. I eeli you he 
or $he , whatſoever thou beeſt, thou art on of 
"rd , that cleaves to thy felfe, deceiving thy 

oule. 


You will demande, how doth the Lord make 
4 man to forſake himſelfe. 


I ſay by altering his opinion» 


_ For that man that thought he was in a ſafe. 


eſtate before, now ſeeth death, the Devil, Hel. 
the creatures , and all che plagues {of God, 
ready to be let looſe upon him, he feares and 
quires what Shall I doe,he that thought him- 

elte 1n agood ſtate before,noww ſees and feeles 


ſuch'a bitter taſte of fin , in heart, ſoule, life 


{Wat his ctate and caſe had beene ſo bad,he that 
CE. | thought 
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| Anſiy, 


and tongue, that he who neyercould beleeve, 
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32 Atrial.of Regeneration; 
thought that God was mercifull to him and 
loved him, now ſce the wrath of Godis 

kindled againſt him, that the man conceites it 
Shall fall on him and turne him downe a dead 
man, Rom.5,10.Phul. 6.7. 


The old man is put off, whena mangroweth 
weary of himſclfe , and weary of the life he 
lives, and weary of the workes it lives in, fot 
when the ſoule apprehendes it ſelfe thus finfull 
and miſerable, when it feeles it is wogpded, it 
goes to faveit ſelfe , and then it shiffEs for it 
ſelfe by praying , by reading, by hearing, ftri- 
ying , watching, but finding all in vaine , the} 
heart remaines as bad: and finas ſtronge as be-| 
fore, oh then he pines and grieves , faintes &} 
feeble deſires, and the more it doth, the more} 
fins it ſees, and more worſe and grievous ſins, | 
whereupon the ſoule is wearied and tyred out) | 

 andfinkes under his burden, and as I ſay even} 
wearie of it {clfe , like as a man that hath a 
dead corpes tryed unto him , and carries it to 
table and to bed with him,.and cannot caſt it 
| ellgroweth weary of it,and cryes out,oh who 
Shall deliver me , ſo the ſoule cries out with 
Paule, who hall deliver me from this body of | 
death, Rom 5. 24, that even as a peculiar (in, 
when it loades a man, it makes him caſtit off, 
. fo when the ſoule is loaden with-it- felfe, 
that a manis weary of himſelfe , he comesto. 
caſt 'himſelfe,off as a man weary of a burden 
caſtes, the butden from him. 


\ By 


- s. a. 
aa + #4 


A triall of Regeneration; 3 3 
- By loathiog it ſelfe,when the ſovle,as it is 3 
becauſe TI am broken wich their whortsh © 
heart , which hath departed from mee, and. 
with their eies which goe a whoring after 
their idoles, and they shall loath themiſelyes - 
forthe evils which they have committed in 
all their abominations, Thus the ſoule will 
loath and abhorre it ſelfe , as it werea toad, 
or deyill, or an enemy, and faith what should 
I feeke, why $should I care for my ſelfe , or 
ſecke mine owne adyancement , by taking ſo 
much care, or why should I revenge rhe 
'* wrong offered to my ſelfe, for as a man clea- 

[& veth to himſelfe chiefly by ſelfe-love , ſoa 

man puts off himſelfe, torſakes himſefe , by 

loathing himſelfe , and this muſt be done, 

S Ifany man come #0 me, and hate not his father "- 

3 and mother,wife, and children , brethren, and fti- Luke, 14. 26+ 
Rers , yea his ownelifealſo, bee cannot be my 3." 


1 viſciple, 
i | 


By forgetting and not minding it ſelfe, 4 
FF when the ſoule mindes not, itis buſied a- 
| boutits owne good , not ſo much his owne 
ends or aymes , bur lies waiting and looki 
YZ beyond itfelfe for God to pittie it , for God 
{FF topardon, humble, and ſan&ifieit , for Gods __. 
end onely , forgets onely irſelfe ; for a man, **45-1*+ | 
that hath not caſt off the old man , doth doe 
nothing but minde the world , this bufineſle, 
- and that toy, a fooles thoughts {ſaith Solo- 
mon are inthe end yr the world, and _ 
pled et clic 
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24 Atriall of Regeneration. 
ſelfe, when hee is in want ;how hee may pro- 
vide for himſelfe,, when he hath alittle how 
he may get more , when he dies , how hee 
may be kept from damning , when he comes 
in company in prayers with others , how he 
may behave himſelfe, that ſo none may ſpeak 
amiſſe of him , but all to commend him , as 
2 man that hath none to take care of a ficke 
wife, —_ charged with her himſelfe , but 
being once dead he forgets her by little and | 
lirtle: even ſoawicked man hath no God to | 
take care of him, for himſelfe and the world | 
is charged, and he tends his ficke himſelfe, | 
but whena man is dead to himſelfe, orthe * 
old man 1s dead, now he forgets it , that he 
may live a new lite, and here be united to 
the principle of life it ſelfe , which is Chriſt, * 
and thus the old mans pur off , as its ina | 
dead Carcaſſe, "SAT 
Firſt the beauty 15 gone. 
Ic ſmels and growes noyſome , this is 2 
neere ſtep, andit wisheth it gone, - 
A man loaths it, if it continue. 
It is buried and forgotten , noy it is caſt 
- offfo, this old man ſpirituall is, fo that from 
hence will follow theſe concluſions, 


.. Firſtthat,that man, which being convinced 
" . of his miſery, and onely ſeckes to grow ber - 
ter, if hee raps ſo, he is noregenerateman, 
becauſe in this doing he doth but onely mend 


and patch up and piece the old houſe , which 


4 - 
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the old man ſtill, 

Such: as are , or have beene troubled with 
ſome perticular fins and now hathlett them, 
and fo _—_ hath got ſome comfort , but 
yet forall this, they are no new creature , be- 
cauſe they doe but onely heale and comfore 
the old man, | 


That thoſe that feele themſelves ſo bad, 
that they shalbe damned, and ſo by doing of 
all or moſt externall duties , ſeeke nothing 
elſe, but the bare ſaving ofthemſelves , and 
their ſoules , and thefe areno-neyy men, as 
when 4qua vite 15 put into ones mouth to. 

' fetch him out of a ſwoone, 


Thar theſe that live iuſt like good people 
inevery thing , that wee cannor difference 
them trom Chriſtians , for their owne ends, 
that they may be commended , and their 
hearts quieted}, bur theſe are no new crea- 
ture: becauſe they doe but onely tend the 

old man as afervant to it , theſe doe bur as 
it were put a-fairc filken ſuit upon the old. 
man, \ | 


Fhat thoſe that fall to good duties, not 
oncly outwardly, but inwardly to be zealous 
according to the knowledge they have , as 
_ the Iewes, and Paul, not being firſt ſoundly 
umbled,and deepely abaſed, not only art the 

phr of him , butof themſelves, theſe areno 
Ot "Ga new 
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new men , becauſe that by humility. , they 
have not flainez put off, and buried theold 
man, 

The third thing is , the firme eſſence , or 
being of the new creature it ſelfe , Chriſt uni- 
ted to the ſoule, and the ſoule made one with | 
Chriſt, and Chriſt with.ic , that as the body 
in the firſt birth, nor the ſoule alone maketh 
the man, but both together ; So the ſoule a- 
lone, nor Chriſt alone maketh the: new crea- 
ture, bur Chriſt and the ſoule being united, 
hypoſtatically, ſo as ye make one perſon to 
the Godhead. ; but miſtically, as together 
with the manhood they make one body. 
Life wee know maketh not the. man , but 
flowes from the union of the ſoule andbody 

. . together, For yelure the children of God in Chriſt 

[ ale3. 26.27. Tejus, for as many of you as have beene baptized 

k. tzto Chrift, have put on Chriſt. 

\Qreſt. How comes that to pale may ſome ſay» 

"ay Far ſo many of you asare baptized into | 

-_ Chriſt, have put on.Chriſt. as it is, Weeare 

Epheiz.ro, his workemansbip. created in Ieſus Chrift unto | 

| good workes which God hath before ordained,that 

A we Should wd'ke m them , alſo, there is neither | 

@:l.3.23.29: 1c nor Greeke, there is nether bond nor free, 

" ' » © there isndther malenor female, foy ye are all one 

tr Chriſt Teſus,, and if ye be Chrifts , thenye are © 
Abrahams ſeed , and heires according to the pro- 
miſe,for the opening of which words obferve 
two-things, - | Ba: 
I will prove that the Lord Ieſus andthe 
pr #1 |  ſoule 


: k GFP 1 
g Ss - - 


A trial ofRegeneration. 37 - 
ſoule united together make the new crea - 
ture, or that Chriſt united to the ſoulegives 

ew being to it. | 
What this union 1s, and how bothare 
united, | | 

1 will shew'you that the Lord Teſus yni- 

ed unto the ſoule, gives betng unto the ſoule 
Xr is the forme of the new creature, as the 
oule is the forme of the man. | 

The firſt reaſon, That which is the ptinci- \ Reaſon. 
ple of lite to any creature , that thing is the 
orme , or that 'which gives being unto the 

reature ; but Chriſt himielfe is the principle 

dflice to a Chriſtian , Ye will not come to me, 
hat yemay have life, yet let a chriſtian have 
ever ſo much grace for Chriſt, that grace 
annot make him live, or doe any one thing 
hat is good, the reaſon is, becauſe Corrup- 
jonina man 1s ſtronger then grace ir ſelte, 
dut Chriſt himſelfe muſt pive life to it , life 
nd power to that life , For without me ye can Sn 
foe nothing, how ever ye are my diſciples, 19%: i 5: 
hou complaineſt thou can nort' doe this or 

at , no nor never $hall , becauſe thou art 

znorant of the Lord, haſt thou ought of 
im, Adams ſoule to his ſoule was righteous 
himſelfe,bur a Chriſtians ſoule to his ſoule 

s Chriſt out of himſdalfe, 


2 


Tolie. 5.40, 


2 Reaſon: 


' Becauſe if this should not beſo, the Lord 
hould not be all in all ro the ſoule, bur 


hriſt"is all in allco the fouie : for Chriſt is 
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by his 4 the efficient working cauſe of it, 


andfo the end of it , to whom be glory for 
_ ever, and ſo the maiſter of it. 


No good in thisnor in that , but owt of his 
ozone will bepat be us, Jam. 1.18, With the 
gword of truth that we ſhould be a kinde of firfi 
fruites of his creatures , and why not then the 
forme or that which gives beinge , he is the 
efficient , and ende , and giver and forme to 
every thinge , elſe then he is more intimate 
with hus owne people, 


Eytherfrace makes thee new or Chriſt, the 
ſoule and grace united together, or the ſoul: 


and Chriſt united together , but not the firſt, 
and the reaſon is this , let a man be poſſible, 
to doe all that fvhich the Lavy requirs , this 
makes bur a morrcall man, becauſe here is no 
' more conformity,butco the morrall Law,for 
he that makes conſcience of the duty of the 
ſecond table, not of the firſt, he is a civil 
man , 1fof the firſt and not of theſecond , he 
is but an hypocrite of both tables, he is but; 
morrall man, ping oder the Law is un- 
der the curſe, and ſo Shall never ſee the light 
of Heaven , which is here promiſed to rege- 
nerate men , he is no Chriſtian man , 'and 
Chriſtand ſuch a man cannot hide together, 
Gal. 5.4. Chrift is become of none offers fn4o you, 
whoſoeyer of you are juſtifyed by the Law, 

yee are fallen from grace , you affeRions-it 
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may be ftirred up in you ſomtimes, and yee 
know nor. | FEM | 
_ _ Theſe ye dandtelike babyes and puppies, 
and let hold goe of the Lord Ieſus , if you be 
ſuch men , I pronounce from God , ; A are 
damned men andnomen , yee hope to be 
ſaved by Chrift,o CHRIST profits you 
nothing. | 
What is this union, and howis Chriſt 
and the Soulennited together, 
4 I will shew how Chriſt, or wherein 
Chriſt is united to the Soule. 
2 Wherein the Soule is united to the 
Lerd Ieſus Chriſt. 


The Lord Ieſus is united to the Soule by 
einge, for there is an union betyyeene the ob= 
je& & the eye, herein in death, the Lord Ie- 
ſus ſees all men in the world , and takes no= 


tice of them and their ſinnes, aud he will call 


yee out on day for all the offers of grace 
you have rejetteg, reſt you man in the grave, 
yet he will raiſe you which che ſound ef the 
great triumphe of God , but he lookes upon 
his people as a nurſe lookes to her child, as a 
fatherlookes to his ſon, he ſets his eye upon 
'it forgood, Amos 3, verſ. 2. To \wK.. it 
from all evill , and to provide for it all good, 
and for no thinge elſe but good , and not one- 
Jythe God head , butalfo as is probable the 
. man hood hath a ſpecialleye to every pogre 
- {oule, thatis or Shalbe _ unto ons. 
EY 4 
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He 5hall ſee the travel! of bis ſoule, though 
: Tay. $3: en def K to looke upon poore men andbaſl e0f- 
x tapes, I tell you the Lord Jeſus, who is exal- 
te tgelory , now this maſter Prince of the 
_ Kings bf the earth , will not diſdaine to looke 
into a ſmoaky houſe, and: gives every crea- 
ture a charge not to hurt it » whenitprayes 
God remembers every prayer , and will one 
day anſwere it, he will bottle up every teare 
and will one day comfort it, he will one day 
comfort it, he willremember every blow of- 
corruption, and will-one day crowne it. 


By love, this affe&ion ye know unites the 
Ereater, by the greater union , never did mo- 
ther love her babe , nor husband his wake, as 
the Lord Ieſus loves the creature,oh it 1s but 
a ſparke of fire beames of his ſun , noe toad is. 
moreabominable in thine eyes, then thou art 
inthe fight of the Lord Ieſus, if thou art an 
old creature, and the more good thow-think- 
eſt thou haſt, and ſo groyeſt more proud 

| thereby, the more God loathes thee, Oh but 
the love Chriſt beares to the new creature, 
itis tranſcendent , ſo deare , ſo conſtans, fo 
ſure, ſo pure, ſo that the Lord Iefus, doth not 
onely caſt his eye upon apoore creature , but 
ſets his heart on him , 'and loves him , not 2 
love of pitty » washeth him in his blood, and. 
bids him hve with a loue of benevolence, 
loves him withall his heart , that' hethinkes 
nothing to deare for hum , nothing to much, 
"4 WY - Ox 
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or too good for him, honour , peace, ioy, his 
ſpiric,&c, That is vow no matter though all 
S world hate him\, ard ſccire him, 1t the 
Lord Tefus shine on him, as they ſay, a friend 
in court is better then a penny in- ones purſe, 
Chriſt is a friend in heaven better then wealth 
better then lronour, better thengoods, ard - 

" life, Ephe.2.4. 5. But God which is richin mer- 
cy, through his great love, wher with be loved ws, 
even when we were dead to ſianes , hath quickned 
ws rogether in Chrifl, by whoſe prace yeare ſaved, 
So that in Chriſt there js nothung bur loye to 
his people» living, dying , or dead. 


By delight and ioy , this ye know u- 
nites , as a woman cleayes to her _ 


though she endures much paine, and trayel 
inthe birth of it , yet whenitis once borne, 
and brought foorth , she reioyceth, evenſo 

' doth the Lord Iefus. Iſai. 62.5. Eph.3.7. 
nay he will cauſe heaven it ſelfe toreioyce 
at the birth of theſe new borne ſonnes. bur - 
you will ſay , Idare not come, yet beloved 
come to Chriſt, he will receive you, though 

'.- you have reiefted him, he will nevertheleſſe 
delight in you. 


- By defiringe yee knowas we uſe to ſay, 
though I would not come yet my heart was 
with you , defireis the meſſenger of the ſoule 
thatgoes oat for the good icwould have, 

. Eyenſoe the Lord Teſus longs toihave this 
”, bleſſed - 
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egeneration; 
blefſed Babe inhis boſome in his kingdome, 
m his glory, that although he would thinke 
he is weary of them , |yet the Lord Ieſus 
is not, Toh. 15: Father 1 will that all them,that 
bon haſt given me may be with me, 

By this powerfull workinge in and upon 
tlie Soule , ſomtimes teaching jt , ſotntimes 
affe&ing it, ſorntimes humbling ic, ſomtimes 
raiſing it > ſomtimes when it is hard beſer 
with teares, and enemies overcometh it. that 
ſomtimes a 2. it , ſomtimes filling it, 
fomtimes making u mourne, ſomtimes to re« 
Joyce, according to the' working that yor- 
keth jn them all. Eph. t.29. Here is not ſuch 
manner in the old creature , he is the shop of fin, 
and the devill, be awells in it, which worketh in 

the bearts of the chi/dren of diſobedience, the de- 

-- vill ers up his rrade in him , and if Chriſt of - 

fer ro come in, he is Shurout, bur Chriſt ſets 

pp his trade in his ſoule, that is a ney crea - 
re, 


The ſecond thinge, wherein is the Soule 


united into Chriſt. 


Even onthe contrary, the one flowes from 
the other by ſeeing , vewing , and minding 
nothing elſebur Chriſt and the love of Chriſt, 
untimely birthesare knowne by having them 
too foone,, but the ſoule there beholdes a 
Chriſt inanother yyorld, far above the world 

_ 1n hrs glory, and 15 ravishe with lis love, 
Which makes the ſoule like Chriſt, x "_ 
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 Bylove, tharit mournes for the leaſt = 
wronge that he or others offer: to Chriſt, and 
avatchesthEleaſt ſin, loves communion with 
Chriſt, and the ordinances of Chriſt, not ſee 
much, becauſe of them as hipocrites doe, but 
becauſe Chriſt is in them , Cart. 1. The vir= 
gins love thee, & regards not any other crea- 
ture, nor any other love but Chriſt , although 
mercy ſaves it , yet it will clegye to Chriſt , 
_ Chriſt is vyritten in the heart of ir. 


By delight and ioy it bleſſeth God that 
eyer it heard of Chriſt, but it is overcome 
with ioy, when it ſees it ſelfe in the boſome 

. of the Lord Teſus, it loves to he with Chriſt, 
not onely when Chriſt favours 1r, but whea ic 
iS, 25 it Was with Simeon once with Chriſt , 
and thenlet thy ſervant depart in peace, or 
with Paul once in Chriſt , andable to doe all 
things, and delight to ſufter with Chriſt. 


By defiring , mourning and loving for 
Chriſt to come tot, crying with the bride, 
Revel, 22, Come Lord Ieſus,come quickſy, 


By yeeldingup it ſelfe, and opening the 
heart for the powertull working of the Lord 
Teſus in it , andupon this, that he may have 
allthe praiſe, as Pſal.24.v«rſ. 6.7. Thy s the 

' generation of them that ſeeks bim , that ſeck thy 
fc © Iacob, lift up your beads © yee gates, and 
e 


beyee lifted up ye everlaſting deores , that the 


-/ king of glory may come tn. 
St Heace 
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can Adam,canthe A 


'  kehathno ſuch matter that hath Chriſt he 


: Hence if it be ſo it-enformes us of the 
happy.cftate of every new creature, what it is 
brought unto, although the-grace be weak 
and feeble , yet it shalbe perfe&, why be- 


. cauſe it is knit to the full fountaine of all 


grace , of all perfe&ien , even Tefus Chriſt 


<7. 2: Oh poore.creature thou complaineſt of thy 
2. eadocs 


\blindnefle , and hardnefſe , and how 
wea ke thou ax 
yet looke up 


,and how thoy art off and on, 

thy new creation in Chriſt, 
els shew thee the like 
happineſſe,Chriſt that gave people,cauſes you 


| happineſſe, and delight irr it, yer promiſes 


himſelfe inftead of it , haſt thou a hard hearr, 
a blind minde,or doeft thou want wiſedome. 
thou haſt all theſgby Chriſt, art thou weake 
feeble, unable, goe to the poore, and ſtay 
thee by Chriſt, and thou shalt overcome. 


It enformes and shewes us hence the 
eftate of all the people of God , and ever 
nev creature, it is ſure and ſafe, Adam fe 


| away only, becauſe he was united onely to 
' a creature, that is fraile , but thou art united 
to another principall of life; ſo long as Chriſt 


is our life, ſo love Shalt thou rewaine and live 


- a$ in Tohn, becauſe I liveyoushall alſo , thou 


art now ina ſtropger hand then in the power 
of Hell, you that have got ſome good af- 
fe&ions, whoare afraid you shall fall away, 
and well you may if you' have no more, but 
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can hold thee,and thou becſt an hipocrite, he 
Can defend thee, 


It enformes and shewes us whom we are 
to judge of, as new creatures, not by what 
men have or doe, but by what union the 
have to Chriſt, doeſt thou ſee a man brofeſſe 
religion, pray to his family, ſpeake of good 
thinges, like well of good people , yea bur 
doeſt thou ſee him all this : while ignorant of 
Chriſt, he ſees no Chriſt , loves no Chriſt , 
admires no Chriſt, ſpeakes of no Chriſt , bur 
when he hath ic by heare ſay,there is no new 
Creature as yet, 

Hence it enformes us , and we may fee 
that thoſe that are of this iudgment they can- 
not be ſaved but by Chriſt , þut their hearts 
are not united to Chriſt , but to the world , 
thoſe people:are no new creatures,ſo that all 
preparitivesare no new creatures,and all 
conſequences of it make not the 
new Creature, 


FINIS. 


